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Right Here Waiting 
 

Bible Story: Right Here Waiting (Simeon at the Temple) • Luke 2:22-35 
Bottom Line: When you need to wait, ask God for patience. 
Memory Verse: The fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being patient, kind 
and good. It is being faithful and gentle and having control of oneself. Galatians 5:22-23a, NIrV 
Life App: Life App—What God is doing in you to change the world around you 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
GET READY 
Take a few moments to pray for your kids by name. Ask God for patience with your group as they learn 
about patience. Pray that God would help kids learn to have patience in whatever phase they are 
currently experiencing. Ask God to help kids understand that patience takes time to grow in them. Pray 
that kids would continue to ask God for patience and to take every opportunity He gives them to exhibit 
this fruit in their lives. 
 
 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES  ( Approx. 25 Minutes)  
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Pass It On 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 
What You Need: Beanbag 
 
What You Do: 

• Guide the kids to circle up and sit on the floor. 
• Play music on your smart phone or hum or sing a tune as the kids pass the beanbag around the 

circle. 
• Stop the music (or singing/ humming) after the beanbag makes several passes around the 

circle. Make them wait for it!  
• Read a question from the list below.  
• Allow the kid holding the beanbag when the music stops to select a friend to answer.  
• The kid selected may get help from friends if he needs it.  
• Continue passing the beanbag and stopping the music at random until all questions have been 

asked and answered. 
 
Review Questions: 
1. Today’s Bible story is about a man named what? (Simeon) 
2. What promise did God make to Simeon? (That he would see the Messiah before He died) 
3. Did God give a specific date or time when he would meet the Messiah? (No! Simeon had to 

wait.) 
4. Who came to the temple to have their baby dedicated? (Mary and Joseph) 
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5. Who was the baby? (Jesus, the Messiah) 
6. God’s Spirit prompted Simeon to go the temple courtyard. What happened? (Simeon held 

the baby, praised God, and said a prayer of dedication) 
7. How did Mary and Joseph respond when Simeon prayed for Jesus? (They were amazed) 
8. Why do you think Mary and Joseph responded this way? (They were surprised that Simeon 

recognized who Jesus really was, even though he was only eight days old) 
9. How do you think Simeon felt after meeting Jesus that day? (Grateful, happy, excited that he 

was able to meet the SAVIOR) 
10. Have you ever had to wait a long time for something? What happened? 

 
What You Say: 
“Waiting isn’t easy. Most of the time, we want what we want right now. I’m sure Simeon was anxious 
and wondered when or if God would fulfill His promise. But I think all that waiting and trusting actually 
caused Simeon’s faith to grow! And I’m thankful that he relied on God to help him in the waiting. God 
can help us, too. [Bottom Line] When you need to wait, ask God for patience.” 
 
[Make it Personal] (Tell the kids about a time when you had to wait for something as a kid. Were 
you patient? Why or why not? Did you think to ask God to help you wait?)  
 
 
 
3. One Word at a Time 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Circle up the kids to sit on the floor.  
• Open Bibles to Galatians 5:22-23a and quickly review this month’s verse together. 
• Challenge the kids to say the verse popcorn style: one word per kid at random around the circle.  

o They’ll need to watch each other. If two kids say the same word at the same time, they 
must start the verse over again.  

o This will require patience, as they’ll need to pay attention to the friends around them so 
they don’t double up on the same word. 

• Repeat the complete verse in the same way two or three more times. 
• If you choose, time the group to see if they can do this faster and faster! 

 
What You Say: 
“That was crazy! You really had to pay attention and be patient to make sure you didn’t say the same 
word at the same time. Patience is hard, but I’m so thankful to know that God doesn’t expect me to be 
patient on my own. He will ALWAYS help me so I can be loving and kind and joyful and gentle and 
faithful and peaceful and PATIENT! [Bottom Line] When you need to wait, ask God for patience.” 
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Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: Nothing 
What You Do:  

• Talk for a minute about how a farmer carefully plants, waters, tends to, and ultimately waits for 
his crop to produce fruit. 

• Pray together that God would work in us to produce the good “fruit” of patience in us. 
 
What You Say: 
“Farmers understand patience. They plow the field, then plant, then water, and then tend to the soil for 
a LONG time before they see any ‘fruit’ from all that labor. As you watch your seeds sprout over the 
next few days, think about a farmer and the patience it takes to do such a big job. And [Bottom Line] 
when you need to wait, ask God for patience. Let’s pray. 
 
“Heavenly Father, You are an amazing, loving, and mighty God. Thank You for the gift of Your Spirit 
when we put our trust in Jesus. Thank You for helping us to show patience when it’s the last thing we 
feel like doing. When we’re tempted to become angry or frustrated or impatient, help us to rely on You 
for help. We love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/

	What You Need: Nothing

